
Meri Squares Newsletter – Week of February 15, 2021 

 

Hi Meri Squares: 

Hope you have dug out from this most recent snowfall…looks more like Ottawa these days in 

mid-February. And we can also begin to get out and about, carefully, and following the rules, 

again. Definitely good news. 

Club Valentine’s Chat 

Thanks to everyone who joined the Club Valentine’s Chat on February 13. We were not a big 

group but we did have fun! If you would like to see the fabulous cards that people created for the 

Chat, take a look at the Meri Squares Facebook page. Michelle Gravelle has kindly posted them 

there. https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=meri%20squares. 

Wendy wrote a limerick for the occasion and I have copied it below with her permission: 

I got you roses for Valentine's 

To show that you are truly mine. 

It was right to do 

Because it is true. 

Please reciprocate and buy me some wine! 

Hopefully, John got the message before the wine stores closed! 

What have you been up to? 

We have not heard from too many members as to how they are spending their time and I know 

people are missing the informal sharing of news that happens between dances. So, the Executive 

will be contacting individual club members directly and asking for their news to share here. 

Our first victim…sorry…member, who was happy to share, is Brenda Chapman. Brenda is a 

Plus dancer who has been with the club for many years. Here is what she has been up to… 

In March 2020 my life changed due to Covid 19. No more square dancing, Sunshine Club, 

volunteering, going to eat out. I had to stay home and enjoy housework. If I wanted to speak to 

someone, call them on the phone. The highlight of my week was going grocery shopping and 

walking the dog. I got to help teach my granddaughter home schooling on the computer 

everyday. You know good friends are like stars, you don't always see them but you know they are 

always there. I am grateful to have my family all well. Life is very unpredictable. It has some 

surprising twists and turns. All of them creating special memories. But what is important is the 

friendship and belonging to groups and to know wonderful people. 

Thanks for sharing Brenda. I like your positive attitude! 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=meri%20squares


Lee Warriner, who many of you know travels to Ottawa from Gouverneur, New York to dance 

with Meri Squares and Harbour Lites (among others), asked me to let you know that he received 

his first COVID vaccine two weeks ago and is scheduled to get his second shot on Feb 21. Now 

if only there was somewhere to dance in person and the border was open!  

Dancing with Wendy VanderMeulen 

Just a reminder that Wendy is a guest caller on a Virtual Square Dance to be held on Wednesday, 

February 17 at 7:00 pm Eastern time. The dance is Mainstream and Wendy will be calling two 

tips during the event. You can join using the following link. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83730821471?pwd=UmFOdWc4aHBHMTl4cXk3eUdhTU1XZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 837 3082 1471 

Passcode: 848258 

Sad News 

I am sad to report that Wendy McCracken’s father passed away last week after suffering from 

dementia for a few years. Wendy and her Mother were able to be with him. Our condolences go 

out to the entire family. 

Our Past President, François Desmarais, lost his older brother last week as well. He lived in 

Quebec City. François says a celebration of life will be held when travelling and gathering are 

possible. Our condolences to François and his family. 

Canadian National Convention – July 2022 

I know….2022 seems a long way away but it is NOT! And with any luck and good behaviour 

and vaccines, we should all be dancing by then. 

The 2022 National Convention is being held in Fredericton, New Brunswick from July 20-23. If 

you contact the organizing committee quickly, you may still be able to register now and get into 

Club 2022. This early registration for the first 222 dancers ensures that you can cancel for a full 

refund right up to the day the convention starts! That is a good deal! You can get all the 

information on the convention’s website: http://squaredancenb.ca/convention-2022/. Some of us 

are already registered…why not join us? Should be a fun time! 

 

Only 32 days to spring! Stay safe everyone and stay in touch! 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

613-221-9188 

 

https://eodance.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c013f63e0d4cacc80d47b954&id=8d879fdf18&e=bbac4ec69a
http://squaredancenb.ca/convention-2022/

